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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
Pontllanfraith, 
Mon. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Mrs.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  the  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1947,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  district  has  been  free 
from  any  serious  epidemics,  and  the  health  of  the  people  good. 

The  birth  rate  of  23.5  is  slightly  lower  than  that  of  last  year — 
23.7,  while  the  death  rate  of  11.2  was  higher  than  that  of  8.8  in 
1947.  These  are  comparable  with  the  County  rate  of  21.3  for 
births,  and  12.3  for  deaths. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  48.9  per  thousand — an  im- 
provement on  last  year’s  rate  of  56,  while  that  of  the  County  is  44.9. 
Prematurity  and  Gastro  Enteritis  are  the  main  causes  of  death — 
out  of  16  deaths,  6 were  due  to  Prematurity,  and  4 to  Gastro 
Enteritis. 

Unfortunately  the  deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  14,  while 
last  year  there  were  only  8. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  Silicosis. 

Of  the  128  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  83  were  over 
65  years,  and  30  of  these  over  75.  Two  deaths  being  due  to  Cancer. 

14  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reported,  with  some  deaths.  A 
large  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases — there  being  26  last  year, 
with  11  deaths. 

Of  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  there  were  no 
deaths. 
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There  were  179  cases  of  Measles,  fortunately  of  the  mild  typdT^ 
and  13  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  also  mild. 

There  were  no  definite  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 
This  is  the  first  year  that  we  have  been  absolutely  free,  while  it  is 
estimated  that  97.4  of  the  population  under  15  have  been  immu- 
nised. 

We  have  been  practically  free  from  skin  diseases  compared 
with  previous  years. 

50  Steel  houses  were  erected  and  occupied,  but  there  is  still 
a great  demand  for  houses — many  of  the  workers  having  to  travel 
long  distances  by  bus  daily. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members 
of  the  Council,  Mr.  James  and  all  who  have  co-operated  in  main- 
taining the  health  of  the  district. 


General  Statistics 

Area  (acres) 

Population  1947 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  according 
to  rate  books. 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate 


5,415 

13,870 

3,465 

£46,012 

£170 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  Authority  : — 


A.  Part  time  Medical  Officer 

of  Health 

B.  Full-time  Sanitary  and 
Meat  Inspector 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities 


4.  Nursing  in  the  Home 


C.  G.  Mackay,  M.B. 

P.  S.  James,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
County  Council. 

An  ambulance  was  provided  by 
private  contract  and  used  for 
general  purposes  other  than 
for  the  removal  of  cases  of  In- 
fectious Diseases. 

District  Nursing  Association. 


Child  Welfare  : — 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

6.  Hospitals  (Pub.  & Voluntary) 
which  provide  facilities  for 
this  District. 


7.  Tuberculosis  : Treatment 

After  Care  and  Allowance. 

8.  Venereal  Diseases  : 

Treatment  Centres  and 
Tracing  Contacts. 

9.  Premature  Infants  and 

Illegitimate  Children. 


County  Council. 

Royal  Gwent,  Newport, — Gen. 
Tredegar — Maternity. 
Llanfrechfa  Grange — Mat. 
Lydia  Beynon — Maternity. 
There  is  one  hospital  in  the 
the  district  which  is  controlled 
by  the  National  Coal  Board 

Oakdale 

King  Edward  VII  Welsh  Nat- 
ional Memorial  Association. 
County  Council. 


County  Council. 
County  Council. 


Water  Supply 

The  main  source  of  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Abertillery 
and  District  Water  Board.  To  ensure  that  it  is  satisfactory  the 
Engineer  to  the  Board  has  samples  taken  at  regular  intervals. 

The  following  shows  the  results  during  the  year  : — 


1. 


Pipe  Supplies 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

, . „ . , . Number  Number 

(a)  Bacteriological  Exams,  of 

Raw  Water  

(b)  Bacteriological  Exams  of 

Treated  Water  15  

(c)  Chemical  Analyses 

(Taction)ter  SUPPly  °f  tHe  DiStriCt  is  n0t  Hable  t0  plumbo  soIvent 


2. 


(a)  Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains. 

(i)  direct  to  houses 3 328 

(ii)  by  means  of  stand-pipes.  13 


(b) 


Approx.  Population  supplied  from  Public  Water 

(i)  direct  to  houses 

(ii)  by  means  of  stand-pipes 


Mains 

14,193 

53 
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Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area;  the  chief  pollution  of  the  rivers  in  these  in- 
dustrial areas  is,  of  course,  the  coal  dust,  and  this  is  common  in  the 
areas  through  which  the  rivers  run. 


Closet  Accommodation 

The  district  is  well  served  with  efficient  sewers,  and  practically 
all  houses  in  the  built-up  areas  are  provided  with  water  closets. 
There  remains,  however,  a few  outlying  portions  of  the  area  and 
houses  on  the  hilltops  which  are  not  within  reasonable  distance  of 
the  sewers,  and  these  are  provided  with  pail  closets. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  usual  three  day  collection  of  house  refuse  was  carried  out, 
and  the  disposal  is  a centralised  system  which  is  satisfactorily 
operated. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Year 


(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  783 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served — Informal  211 

Statutory 28 


Shops 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  a survey  of  all 
shops  in  the  area,  in  compliance  with  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and 
reports  that  nearly  all  of  them  were  satisfactory.  Where  they  were 
not  in  all  respects  in  compliance,  letters  were  sent  to  the  occupier 
and  the  matters  were  immediately  attended  to. 


Schools 

The  schools  in  the  District  are  supplied  with  a plentiful  and 
good  water  supply  direct  from  the  mains  of  the  Abertillery  and 
District  Water  Board. 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  the  schools  themselves  are  of 
modern  construction;  periodical  inspections  are  carried  out  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  a fairly  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
order  are  maintained  in  and  about  the  schools. 
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* Public  Swimming  Baths 

Extensive  facilities  are  provided  for  sunbathing  and  games, 
and  for  juvenile  instruction  in  swimming.  The  schools  made 
every  use  of  the  last  facility  during  the  past  year.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  of  pupils  who  received  such  instruction  was  1584, 
and  a large  number  acquired  a Certificate  of  Proficiency. 


The  total  number  of  bathers  and  spectators  were  as  follows  : — 


Bathers  (adults)  7,896 

Bathers  (juvenile)  including  school  classes  15,282 

Spectators  (adults)  3,036 

Spectators  (juvenile)  2,063 


Mortuary 

Twenty  three  bodies  were  taken  to  your  Mortuary  during  the 
year.  The  Pathologists  and  Doctors  who  have  the  use  of  the 
Mortuary  are  highly  pleased  with  the  facilities  provided. 


HOUSING 


1. 


2. 


Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-heading  (1)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulation,  1925 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


3. 


(b) 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding  head- 
ing) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation 


325 

509 


Nil. 
Nil. 

Nil. 

211 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of 
tormal  notice. 

1.  (a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 

dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  jgg 


5 


3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year.  ♦ 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1 936, Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  28 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  28 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 


G.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

Pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders Nil. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936.  Nil. 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding 

In  spite  of  the  construction  of  a number  of  new  houses  the 
position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  in  the  District  is  still  very 
acute  and  there  is  a large  number  of  houses  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods 

(a)  Milk.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  the 

Dairies,  milk-shops,  and  cowsheds  within 
the  area  during  the  year. 

Special  effort  was  made  during  the 
year  to  take  samples  of  milk  from  all 
producers  and  retailers  in  the  District  (in 
conjunction  with  the  County  Health  De- 
partment) for  the  purpose  of  bacterio- 
logical examination. 

(b)  Foodstuffs.  Visits  were  made  frequently  to  the 

shops,  bakehouses,  and  other  premises 
where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  for  sale. 

Vans  and  carts  used  for  the  hawking 
of  various  foodstuffs  were  carefully 
watched  and  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

(c)  Adulteration.  The  Council  is  not  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Authority. 
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^d)  Chemical  and 

Bacteriological  ex- 
aminations of 
Food. 

(e)  Nutrition. 


All  examinations  under  this  heading 
are  carried  out  by  the  Laboratories  of  the 
County  Council. 

No  special  work  has  been  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  under  this 
heading. 


Prevelance  of,  and  control  over  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases 

There  were  17  cases  of  Scabies  brought  to  my  notice  during 
the  year,  which  were  dealt  with  accordingly,  but  I am  glad  to 
report  that  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  steadily 
decreasing  since  hostilities  ceased. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  which  necessitated 
removal  can  be  seen  in  the  prepared  table  of  “Notifiable  Diseases.” 

Very  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  admission 
to  Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital. 

A supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  and  Streptocide,  for  puer- 
peral cases  was  always  kept  at  the  Health  Department  of  the 
Council  Offices,  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District  made 
full  use  of  this  provision. 


When  notification  of  an  infectious  Disease  was  received  and 
enquiries  revealed  that  there  were  school  children  in  the  home, 
intimation  was  always  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher  of  the  respective 
schools. 


After  any  Infectious  Disease  all  premises  and  bedding  are 
properly  dealt  with. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  GORDON  MACKAY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Hospital 

Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

Measles 

179 

— 

— 

Both  the  Diphtheria 

cases  notified 

were  removed  to  Bedwellty 

Isolation  Hospital  where  swabs  taken  were  found  to  be  negative. 

Notifiable  Diseases 

(a)  Prevention  of  Blindness — No  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(b)  Tuberculosis — No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  either  of  the  following  : — 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Ratio  of  Non-notified  Tuberculosis  Deaths  to 
total  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

Non-notifed  Deaths  4;  Notified  Deaths  3;  Ratio  4 — 7. 
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On  receipt  of  notification  of  a case  of  Tuberculosis  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  pays  a visit  to  the  house  to  ascertain  conditions  and  to 
give  a supply  of  disinfectant. 


Where  the  patients  have  died  or  been  removed  to  hospital 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  again  pays  a visit,  has  the  premises 
fumigated,  and  in  some  case  the  walls  stripped  and  bedding  etc. 
destroyed.  In  the  absence  of  a steam  disinfector,  bedding  and  other 
clothes  cannot  be  treated  as  effectively  as  desired. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT 
DURING  1947 


Name  of  District — Mynyddislwyn  U.D.C. 


Population 

Nett  Births 

Total  Births  belonging 
to  the  District 

1 

Number  | 
1 

Rate 

Number 

. 

Rate 

13,870 

1 

216  | 
I. 

15.3 

327  | 

23.5 

Total  Births  belonging  to  the  District 


Legitimate 



Illegitimate 

Still-births 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

315 

1 

22.7 

12 

.86 

12 

.86 

i 

Nett  Deaths  registered 
in  the  District 

I 

Transferable  Deaths 

— 
Non-Residents  reg- 
istered in  District 

Residents  not  in 
the  District 

Number 

Rate 

128 

. 

9.2 

28 

Total 

1 

deaths  belonging  to  the 

6. 

District 

Under  I year 

All  Ages 

No. 

Rate 

No.  Rate 

16 

48.9 

156  11.2 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1947 

Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  ages  under  One  Year 


"CAUSES  Under  1 week  1-4  weeks  1 mth.-12  mths.  Total 

Convulsions  — — 1 1 

Asthenia  — — 

Gastro  Enteritis  — 112 

Prematurity  1 — 1 2 

Broncho-Pneumonia  • — — 3 3 

Bronchitis  — — 1 1 

Spina  Bifida  1 — — 1 

2 I 7 10- 


Nett  Deaths  registered  in  the  District 
under  1 year 


Number 


Rate 


10 


46.3 


1 1 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1947 


Name  of  District — Mynyddislwyn  U.D. 


Causes 


Nett  Deaths  of  “Residents”  at  the 
sub-joining  ages,  occuring  within  the 
District. 
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All  causes  (certified) 

(uncertified) 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

| 

Meningitis 

- 1 
| 

Cancer 

4 

10 

14  I 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

2 

18 

20 

Heart 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

23 

32 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

11 

Gastro  Enteritis 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

9 

Senile  Decay 

11 

11 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Exophthalmic  Goitre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asthenia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— II  2 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Silico  Anthracosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Defined  Causes 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

6 

3 

16  1 
1 

Total 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

25 

1 

83 

128 

12 


District 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  1937-1947 
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Disease. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Diphtheria 



Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia  ... 

| 

| Erysipelas  ...  ...  ... 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

! Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

I Child  Population  Immunised  during  the  past  12  months. 

Number  of  Children  who  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  between  1st  January 
and  31st  December,  1947 

II  Child  Population  Immunised  to  date. 

Total  estimated  number  of  children  resident 
in  this  area,  who  are  considered  to  have  been 


immunised  as  at  31st  December,  1947 3,568 

III  Percentage  Immunised  to  date.  97.4 


♦ 
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Comparative  Table  showing  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in 
this  District  since  1935 


Year 

Number 

Notified 

Deaths 

Hospital 

Cases 

1935 

29 

1 

14 

1936 

49 

1 

15 

1937 

58 

— 

19 

1938 

51 

1 

18 

1939 

42 

2 

16 

1940 

32 

1 

5 

1941 

18 

— 

10 

1942 

10 

1 

10 

1943 

15 

— 

11 

1944 

7 

— 

4 

1945 

1 

— 

1 

1946 

4 

— 

3 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

14 


Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Silico  Anthracosis 
during  the  Years  1937 — 1947 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEARS  1937-1947 
Nett  Deaths  at  Stated  Causes  at  Ages  under  1 Year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  FROM  1937-1947 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
Pontllanfraith. 
Mon. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Mrs.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  again  privileged  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  Year  ending 
31st  December,  1947. 


Notices  Served 


Informal 
Statutory 
Inspections  made 


211 

28 

783 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

All  food  animals  were  slaughtered  at  “Buttry  Hatch”  Slaughter- 
house, Maesycwmmer,  but  inspections  of  Meat  Purveyors’  Shops 
were  carried  out  with  the  same  care  as  in  the  past. 

Full  advantage  was  again  taken  by  persons  who  reared  pigs 
on  cottage  premises  or  small  holdings,  and  a large  number  of  pigs 
were  killed  thereon  after  due  notice  of  intended  slaughter  was  given. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

In  this  district  a number  of  small  Farmers  who  are  producer- 
retailers,  sell  untreated  milk  direct  to  the  consumers,  but  there  are 
22  Milk  Purveyors  who  sell  a large  percentage  of  milk  as  Pasteur- 
ised, Tuberculin  Tested,  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised. 
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By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  Laboratory,  sampldf 
of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological,  methylene  blue 
and  phosphatase  tests.  The  samples  were  taken  at  farm  premises,  in 
the  streets  and  at  the  schools  in  the  district.  The  results  of  a large 
number  conformed  to  a satisfactory  standard,  but  others  were  not 
quite  so  good,  and  repeat  samples  were  taken  which  showed  a great 
improvement.  With  regard  to  innoculation  for  tubercle  bacillus, 
none  of  the  tests  proved  positive. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Number  of  cowsheds  on  register 42 

Number  of  Retail  purveyors  on  register  35 

Number  of  Wholesale  purveyors  on  register  16 

Inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  94 


Unsound  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


The  following  articles  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  during 
the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Butter 

1S6* 

tbs. 

Herrings 

56 

tbs. 

Cheese 

14i 

Tbs. 

Salmon 

14 

tins 

Bacon 

14 

tbs. 

Pilchards 

2 

tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

2 

tins 

Silver  Hake 

5 

tins 

Beef 

345J  Tbs. 

Beans 

8 

tins 

Luncheon  Sausage 

4 

tbs. 

Peas 

6 

tins 

Tinned  Meat  

6 

tins 

Dried  Peas 

4 

tbs. 

Pork  Sausage  

3 

tins 

Tomatoes 

14 

lbs. 

Meat  Stew 

23 

tins 

Tomatoes 

2 

tins 

Steak  and  Kidney 

Tea  

8 

lbs. 

Pudding  

1 

tin 

Jam 

24 

tins 

Soup  

4 

tins 

Lemon  Curd  

4 

jars 

Macaroni 

4 

Tbs. 

Marmalade 

1 

tin 

Mustard 

3 

tins 

Extract  Malt 

2 

jars 

Prunes 

26 

tbs. 

Paste 

4 

tins 

Fruit  Juice 

6 

tins 

Ideal  Milk 

2 

tins 

Evaporated  Milk 

45 

tins 

Nestle’s  Milk 

12 

tins 

Ice  Cream 

All  places  where  Ice-cream  was  manufactured  were  inspected 
during  the  year,  but  I was  unable  to  take  samples  of  Ice-cream  for 
bacteriological  examination,  as  the  County  Laboratory  did  not  have 
the  necessary  equipment. 
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> Fish  Frying  Businesses 

The  premises  which  come  under  the  above  heading  were  visited 
regularly,  and  in  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  an 
informal  notice. 

I think  it  should  be  noted  that  these  trades  are  included  in 
the  Council’s  Planning  Scheme.  It  can  be  seen  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  are  suspended,  and  the  control  of  such 
trades  will  be  affected  under  the  Planning  Scheme  and  not  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  To  have  some  measure  of  control 
an  Urban  Authority  may  make  By-laws  with  respect  to  Fish  Frying 
businesses  carried  on  within  their  district. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  13 

Diphtheria  Nil. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  14 

Cinemas 

Number  in  the  area  2 

Inspections  made  4 

Notices  Served  Nil. 


Housing 

There  is  still  a great  number  of  overcrowded  houses  and 
houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family. 

With  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  building  materials,  small 
private  owners  of  house  property  are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult 
to  keep  their  property  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair,  and  thus  there 
is  a decline  in  the  standard  of  house  property,  but  at  the  same  time, 
the  Public  are  judging  their  houses  by  the  new  houses  being  built 
by  the  Council,  and  accordingly  try  to  keep  their  houses  up  to  as 
high  a standard  as  possible. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

There  was  no  trouble  with  regard  to  persons  erecting  this  type 
of  building,  for  human  habitation,  but  we  were  faced  with  the 
position  where  Army  huts  were  occupied  by  Squatters. 

The  condition  of  ihese  huts  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
Council  has  re-housed  a number  of  these  squatters  in  Council 
houses,  and  there  are  now  only  four  families  to  be  dealt  with  when 
the  housing  position  is  more  favourable. 
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Increase  of  Rents  and  Mortgages  (interest) 
Restrictions  Act 


One  application  was  made  for  a certificate  under  the  above 
Act,  during  the  year.  The  usual  deduction  was  taken  out  of  the 
net  rent,  but  the  owner  failed  to  carry  out  the  repairs  and  the 
case  was  taken  to  Court  where  an  Order  was  made  against  the 
owner,  and  the  repairs  were  then  completed  within  one  month. 


Eradication  of  Bugs 

1 (a)  Council  Houses  infested  4 

(b)  Council  Houses  disinfested  .....  4 

2 (a)  Other  Houses  infested  7 

(b)  Other  Houses  disinfested  7 


The  methods  employed  in  freeing  the  infested  houses  from 
bedbugs  is  stripping,  spraying  and  fumigation.  To  assist  private 
householders,  sprays  and  tins  of  fluid  were  provided  by  the  Council. 

Disinfestation  is  sometimes  carried  out  in  the  Council  houses 
by  direct  labour,  and  in  other  cases  this  work  is  undertaken  by  the 
owners  or  occupiers. 


Colliery  Spoilbanks  (Tips) 

Liable  to  Spontaneous  Combustion 

The  Colliery  management  in  the  South  part  of  the  district  is 
endeavouring  to  maintain  a comprehensive  water  system  on  the 
Colliery  Spoilbanks  to  keep  the  emission  of  dust  and  grit  at  a 
low  ebb.  It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  atmospheric 
pollution  without  the  installation  of  atmospheric  pollution  gaeges — 
a matter  which  the  Council  have  under  consideration  at  the 
moment. 

In  the  interests  of  public  health,  Local  Authorities  are  urged 
to  keep  under  regular  inspection  all  Spoilbanks  which  are  brought 
under  their  control,  and  to  insist  that  means  which  have  been 
furnished  to  that  end  should  be  properly  maintained  and  used. 
Power  to  do  so  is  vested  in  the  Local  Authorities  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Section  92,  which  is  strengthened  by  the  Coal 
Mine  Refuse  Act,  1939. 

Infestation  Order,  S.  R.  & A.,  1943  No.  680. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919 

The  refuse  tip,  salvage  stores  and  other  Council  property  was 
visited  and  properly  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operative,  with  good 
results.  With  temporary  assistance  the  maintenance  treatment  of 
foul  and  surface  sewers  was  also  carried  out. 


22 


o The  Ministry’  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  work  jointly  with 
the  Local  Authorities  for  the  reduction  of  all  vermin  and  pests. 


The  following  is  a report  of  the  treatments  of  foul  and  surface 


sewers  : — 


3rd  Maintenance 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and 
connected  systems  : 


Bait  base  and  poison  used  : 

No.  of  manholes  baited  : 

Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take  : 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete 
prebait  takes  : 

Schemes  of  baiting  used  (e.g.  consecutive 
days  or  1st,  3rd  and  5th  days). 

4th  Maintenance 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and 
connected  systems  : 

Bait  base  and  poison  used  : 

No.  of  manholes  baited  : 

Number  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take  : 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete 
prebait  takes  : 

Schemes  of  baiting  used  (e.g.  consecutive 
days  or  1st,  3rd  and  5ffi  days). 


798 


Sausage  Rusk 
and 

Zinc  Phosphide 
798 
10 


Nil. 


Consecutive  days 


849 

Sausage  Rusk 
and 

Zinc  Phosphide 
849 
19 

Nil. 

Consecutive  days 


Appreciation  is  due  to  Mr.  Cunningham,  Infestation  Officer, 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  for  his  co-operation  in  this 
work. 


Inspection  of  Factories 


N 

umber  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

29 

2 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

16 

2 

Other  premises 

7 

— 

1 Total 

52 

4 
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I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

PERCY  S.  JAMES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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